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ASAHEL NORTH— BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH AND 

DIART. 

Mrs. Jessie Palmer Weber, 

Springfield, HI. 
Madam : 

Please find inclosed a copy of the North manuscript. 
This is the accoimt of the journey of Asahel North of Wind- 
sor, Vermont, to the Illinois Territory in the year of 1816. 
This is the Diary of his journey kept by himself while on the 
journey which was made by him on horseback. Asahel North 
entered the ground on which all the business part of this city 
(White Hall, 111.) now stands in the year of 1821. I will here- 
with furnish a brief biographical sketch of Asahel North to 
accompany the Diary. 

Yours truly, 

Marcus North. 

Asahel North was born in Farmington, Connecticut, Sep- 
tember 3, 1782, and died near White Hall, 111., March 19, 1846. 

On August 26, 1819, he married Prudence Swallow, who» 
was bom at Windsor, Vermont, September 10, 1799, and who' 
died July 2, 1874. 

Within a few days after the marriage, they got into their 
prairie schooner and rode to Illinois on their wedding tour. 
They stayed at Woodriver near Edwardsville until the spring 
of 1821 ; then they moved to Apple Creek Prairie in Greene 
County, Illinois. There they bought out a squatter until the 
land came into the market in 1821. 

Mr. North entered something over 800 acres of govern- 
ment land at $1.25 an acre, which was then the government 
price for land. 

They got in their wagons and rode over the corduroy 
rough roads of Indiana and Ohio to Woodriver, Illinois, 
stayed there the winter of 1819 and 20 ; then finding that they 
coidd get through further north into Greene County, Illi- 
nois, where they entered land and lived all the balance of their 
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life at the homestead where their family was all bom and 
raised. 

They raised a large family, the descendants of whom are 
scattered over many states. 

He entered the land on which the town of White Hall now 
stands, in 1821. 

DiABY OF AsAHEL NoBTH. 

Minutes of a trip to the West, by Messrs. Joel Lnll and 
Asahel North of Windsor, and Ebenezer Langdon and James 
Adams of Castleton, Vermont, in the year of 1816. 

June 20th. Left Castleton and arrived at Buffalo the 

29th. — From thence on the margin of 90 miles to 

Erie, passed many good farms heavy timber generally; saw 
a black walnut tree 9 feet in diameter. Erie is a port for 
shipping, sandy soil, — turnpike road fifteen miles to French 
Creek. Land from Buffalo to some sandy but gen- 
erally hard, from French Creek it is navigable for boats to 
Pittsburg. 

July 4th. At ten oclock on the Ohio State line 29 miles 
N. East of Cleveland, at 2 o'clock in Salem first town in the 
State, land rather ordinary. Timber, Oak, Chestnut, White- 
wood and Ashtabula, some good land before crossing the gulf, 
saw and flour mills. Wrightsburg called a good Township 
of land. Harpersfield good road and yellow soil. Southeast 
from Harpersfield lands pretty good, wages from 15 to 20 
dollars per month. 

July 5th. Madison, residence of Charles Curtis, 12 
o'clock at Painsville small village, Mill seat, sandy soil, sldn 
tea $2.50 Eum $3.00. Transportation from Albany to Buffalo 
$3.00, freight to Painsville 50 cts.. Farm 200 acres half cleared 
at $30.00 per acre, Axes 4 dollars, Carpenters work $2.00 per 
day. 

July 6th. Chagrin river, town by the same name, 180 
miles from Buffalo. Newburgh upland clay soil, 27 miles 
from Painsville to Cleveland, 31 miles from Cleveland to 
Kings Portage, Independence or Tinkers Creek, timber oak, 
soil clay and wet. 

July 7th. Boston, timber oak, soil clay, Northampton 
oak and clay. From the mouth of Cayahoga river to Kings 
Portage, by water 50 miles by land 31. 8 miles Portage to 
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Tuscarora a branch of the Muskingum navigable for boats 
Spring and Fall. 

July 8th. Morning at a Dutch Tavern on the barrens, 
clay, oak. Hills about fifteen miles. Canton a county town 
Stark county, four roads at right angles. East road leads to 
Pittsburg 93 miles. West road to Columbus, shrub oak plains. 

July 9th. Philadelphia, morning 25 miles from Canton, 
78 miles from Pittsburg county town Tuscarora county, ex- 
tensive plain, some shrub oak. Bottom lands from 15 to 20 
dollars per acre. House lots 60 by 90 feet, from 30 to $1,- 
000.00. Sixteen years since the first improvement in this 
country. Frost this morning, crops look well. 

July 10th. Morning Coshocton county of Coshocton 
37 miles from New Philadelphia, the rivers Tuscarora and 
Whitewoman unite 18 miles above this, which form the Musk- 
ingum. Much good land called Bottoms, and oak land, corn 
8 ft. high, 12 miles to Zanesville steep oak hills. 

July 11th. Zanesville morning, Mill seat in a state of 
Nature purchase at $50. A canal a digging 20 ft. deep, 
forty or fifty rods, at an expense of $600 for 22 rods. Oak 
boards at $25.00 per thousand. Transportation from Phila- 
delphia $7.25, boating from Marietta 55 cents, from Zanes- 
ville to Pittsburg 100 miles, to Marietta 60, 

July 12th. From Zanesville and Putnam a hilly road, 
and yellow soil, through Sommersett to Lancaster 36 miles. 
From Lancaster a pretty good share of good land through 
Tarlton 15 miles. From thence to Chillicothe 18 miles through 
a most excellent country. 

July 16th. From Chillicothe up Paint Creek 18 miles 
through a fime tract of land to Bainbridge a small settlement, 
from thence 24 miles to New-Market, and 12 miles to Oak- 
Creek, and from thence 12 miles to Williamsburgh through 
the Swamp so called all the way from Bainbridge. 

July 18th. To Batavia, 8 miles from thence 12 miles 
through a fine country to Cincinnati, stayed at Cincinnati 
the 19th, left there the 20th, crossed the Ohio river and 
traveled in Kentucky, the ridge road thin settled about 80 
miles to Frankfort the seat of government, a handsome and 
flourishing brick settlement where we arrived the 23rd. 
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July 23rd. In the morning left there and went two miles 
to Esqr. Clarkes, and stayed nntil the 24th in the afternoon. 
Thence through Shelbyville a flourishing little village, and 
about thirty brick buildings going up this season, country 
good to Louisville, 22 miles stayed 5 miles east of Louisville 
at a tough Irish tavern. 

July 26th. Through Louisville, a handsome and flourish- 
ing place at the falls of the Ohio river, crossed over to New- 
Albany on the Indiana side and stopped at Antony Livers 
poor tavern, traveled on the remaining part of the day and 
the next over the knobs so called which were very rough, and 
roads bad, and at evening came to the French Licks about 51 
miles from Vincennes, where are Mineral Springs, and beauti- 
ful green birds called Parrokeets. 

July 28th. Traveled the 28th through a hilly country, 
road bad, crossed a branch of White river 16 miles from the 
French Licks. Bottom land not wide but good, went on over 
the hills and had bad road about 20 miles and crossed the 
other branch of White river the 29th in the afternoon. 

July 29th. Handsome bottom-land and overflowed, same 
day arrived at Vincennes, crossed large barrens the day and 
the day before we arrived at Vincennes. 

July 30th. Stayed at Vincennes the 30th and left there 
the 31st, and traveled up the Wabash river on the east side 
through the most beautiful country, the prairies from one to 
12 miles long, and nearly as wide. 

August 1st. Arrived at Fort Harrison seventy-five miles 
above Vincennes the first day of August, afternoon, where 
we found it sickly as well as on the Wabash river generally. 
Water bad in that part of the country. Vincennes about sixty 
miles up the Wabash is an old dirty French settlement, from 
this to St. Louis on the Mississippi is about 150 miles west. 
From Vincennes to Tipacanoe is about 155 miles north. 

August 2nd. Left Fort Harrison for home and on the 
3rd day called at Shakertown or Busro, a small settlement 
about 20 miles above Vincennes, and ate watermelons — . 
Same day arrived at Vincennes. 

August 6th. Stayed at Vincennes until the sixth, when 
we traveled the other side of the Wabash in the Illinois Ter- 
ritory where we ate peaches and drank whiskey — . 
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August 7th. Left Vincennes and on our way home, ar- 
rived at New Albany the tenth day at evening, 120 miles from 
Vincennes. 

August 11th, Next morning the 11th, crossed the Ohio 
river and took breakfast at Louisville and came on twelve 
miles to Middletown and put up at Lawes Tavern. 

August 12th. Next morning the 12th, we parted with 
Esqr., Enos and traveled the Limestone road to Esqr., 
Clarkes at Frankfort and put up. 

August 13th. Next morning the 13th, came through 
Georgetown, a tolerable good place, to Paris, a smart place 
of business, put up. 

August 14th. Next morning the 14th, through Mills- 
burg, Blue Licks, and Mays Licks. 

August 15th. Next morning the 15th, took breakfast at 
Limestone, now called Maysville, on the Ohio river, a fine 
country and good road through Kentucky except about 15 
miles by the Licks, where the land is rough and roads "bad. 
Maysville is 65 miles from Lexington, 64 from Cincinnati and 
65 miles from Chillicothe, and is a fine flourishing place. 
Crossed the Ohio river at Maysville, over into the state of 
Ohio, and traveled over poor hills 47 miles to Bainbridge a 
small flourishing settlement on Paint Creek, from thence 18 
miles through a fine country to Chillicothe, where we arrived 
Saturday the 17th, forenoon. 

August 18th. Left Chillicothe the 18th, and came on to 
New Lancaster in a smart shower, at sun set put up. Next 
morning came ten miles and while it rained got our horses 
shod, came on within six miles of Putnam, put up. Next 
morning came to Putnam, took breakfast at dock. Conan — 
im, same day crossed the Muskingum over to Zanesville, left 
there about 11 o'clock and took the Philadelphia road, came 
on about 30 miles and put up, at Cooks in some frost. 

August 21st. Through Fairview to Morristown, put up 
at the Eising Sun Tavern. 

August 22nd. Came 10 miles and took breakfast at St. 
Clairesville, a decent village, and on 20 miles to Wheeling on 
the Ohio river, the Virginia side. From Zanesville to Wheel- 
ing is 80 miles, and road, very hilly. Traveled up Wheeling 
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Creek about 15 miles in the state of Virginia and found the 
hills high and steep, with bad road. 

August 23rd. Came into the state of Pennsylvania, the 
morning of the 23rd, thence through Washington, a smart, 
thriving place and put up at Gingerhill, a sort of settlement. 

August 24th. Thunder and rain in the morning, got our 
horses shod before we started, same day came on to WUliams- 
port, a tolerable place on the Monongahela, crossed there 
and on six miles and crossed Alleghany, a small river, over 
to Rabstown, came on and put up. 

August 25th. Came on to Mount-Pleasant to breakfast, 
a decent place, from thence three miles to Chestnut-Ridge, 
and thence six miles to Laurel-Hill, where we stayed on top 
of it, road very bad, land rough, poor and unsettled, about 
90 miles from Wheeling. 

August 26th. Rain until one o'clock, then came on 18 
miles into the Glades so called, which are about 18 miles 
across, and tolerable handsome land. Next morning took 
breakfast on the Alleghany mountain, wind high, same day, 
came on to Bedford, a pretty smart place, bill high, one dollar 
each for horse keeping. 

August 28th. Left Bedford 28th, and took breakfast at 
Bloody-Run, a small village, came over the crossings so 
called, where the bridge hung upon chains, came on within 
eight miles of Farnetts-burg, a decent place, and took 
breakfast. 

August 29th. The 29th crossed the first of the three 
Ridges, called the three brothers, before breakfast, the two 
others by two o'clock afternoon, now at Stransburg, a decent 
place at the foot of the Alleghany Mountain, season backward 
and severe frost on the high-land last night. From Strans- 
burg back to Washington, about 150 miles, and Washington 
25 from Pittsburg. 29th traveled from Stransburg 17 miles, 
put up within 10 miles of Carlisle, next morning came on to 
Carlisle, a fine place, so on to Harrisburg 17 miles on the 
Susquehannah river, a noble place, came on 25 miles and 
took breakfast at Lebanon, a good place. Came on to Read- 
ing 30 miles, a great place of business, and on out of town 
one mile and put up. 
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Sept. Ist. Came on 39 miles to Bethelehem, and on 12 
miles further to Easttown, a fine handsome place on the south 
side of the Delaware, sixty miles from Philadelphia, and 
ninety from Lancaster, crossed the Delaware river that night 
to the New Jersey side and put up. 

Sept. 2nd. Came 40 miles to Court House, 

through a tolerable good country, road poor, season back- 
ward, farmers well at haying, handsome orchards and well 
loaded with fruit. 

Sept. 3rd. 3rd day from Court House, 46 miles 

and put up. Next morning the 4th, came 14 miles to New- 
Burgh, crossed the Hudson river in a horse-boat, came on 34 
miles and put up. 

Sept. 5th. Came on to Connecticut, through Litchfield, 
Harvintin, and on to Farmington 50 miles. 

Sept. 6th. Left there afternoon, came on through Hart- 
ford and up Connecticut river about 150 miles to Windsor, 
State of Vermont, where we arrived safe on the 9th day of 
September, and found friends all well after a journey of 26 
hundred miles.* 

A sketch of Langdons and Adams tour after parting with 
Lull and North at Zanesville. 

July 13th. Granville morning, 20 miles from Zanesville. 
From Zanesville up Licking river ten miles Oak, Clay and 
Hills, thence to Granville ten miles good land on streams, 
with Oak, Hills, good land on main road from 10 to 12 dollars 
back land from 2 to 3 dollars. Newark east of Granville, a 
County town is a small village, three streams meet here and 
form Licking river, best of land on these streams at about 
$10.00 per acre now. 

July 14th. Sunday morning, in Granville, 2i/^ miles 
West of Newark, is an Ancient Fortification % of a mile in 
circumference, in an extensive forest of the greatest variety 
of timber, rather thin and best of soil, with its walls from 
15 to 30 feet from the bottom of the ditch, the greatest growth 
of timber on its walls is 2i^ feet in diameter. Many other 
smaller fortifications within one mile. This beautiful tract 

♦ In 1819 Mr. North afirain went west. He was accompanied by his bride and 
they made their permanent home in Illinois. See pacre 679, this Journal. 
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of land including many hundred acres, and one or two Mill 
seats is estimated at about $10.00 per acre. 

July 15tli. Morning left Granville in a southwestern di- 
rection, ten miles level. Beach and Maple, land estimated from 
3 to 5 dollars per acre, thence ten miles low rich land on the 
head of Eaccoon Creek, a branch of Licking, thence ten miles, 
some hills inclined to clay to Lancaster a county town on 

, 36 miles from Zanesville, and 36 miles from Chili- 

cothe. It is a large flourishing village with good Mill seats 
etc Morning, ten miles, oak, hills and clay, ten miles low 
ground, after passing small village, some prairies and etc. 

July 16th. We then came to Chilicothe. From Chili- 
cothe to Cincinnatti one hundred miles. From Chilicothe to 
Marietta one Hundred miles, to Columbus 45 miles, to Ports- 
mouth, mouth of Sciota 45 miles. Wheat 75 cents. Pork 3 dol- 
lars. Beef 3 dollars. Cherry boards at $25.00. ChiUicothe 
contains 350 dwelling houses, and 2200 inhabitants. From 
ChiUicothe through an uneven hilly country to Marietta 100 
miles, and thence over the Alleghany Mountains home. 

Windsor to Buffalo 400 

Buffalo to Erie 90 

Erie to Painsville 82 

Painsville to Cleveland 27 

Cleveland to Kings Portage 31 

Kings Portage to Canton 26 

Canton to New Philadelphia 25 

Philadelphia to Coshocton 27 

Coshocton to Zanesville 30 

Zanesville to Chilicothe 75 

Chilicothe to Marietta. 100 

Marietta to Clarksburg 75 

Clarksburg to Smithfield 30 

Smithfield to Morgantown 10 

Morgantown to Connellsville 11 

Corn., to ft. Chestnut Eidge 4 

Ft. Ches., Ridge to Summersett 29 

Stmamersett to Bedford 38 

1107 
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Bedford to Louden 40 

Louden to Chambersburg 14 

Chambersburg to Shippingburg 11 

Shippingburg to Carlisle 21 

Carlisle to Harrisburg 18 

Harrisburg to Lebanon 25 

Lebanon to Reading 28 

Eeading to Coatstown 17 

Coatstown to Bethlehem 23 

Bethlehem to Eastown 12 

Eastown to Sussex C. House 40 

Sussex C. House to Goshen 38 

Goshen to Montgomery 10 

Mont, to Catskill Madison 50 

Catskill to Albany 36 

Albany to Castleton 76 

Castleton to Windsor 50 

509 
1107 

Miles 1616 



